P05.48. Yoga for Police Academy recruits by Cronin, S et al.
 
P05.48. Yoga for Police Academy recruits
 
 
(Article begins on next page)
The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you. Your story matters.
Citation Jeter et al.: P05.48. Yoga for Police Academy recruits. BMC
Complementary and Alternative Medicine 2012 12(Suppl
1):P408
Published Version doi:10.1186/1472-6882-12-S1-P408
Accessed February 19, 2015 10:46:35 AM EST
Citable Link http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:10433479
Terms of Use This article was downloaded from Harvard University's DASH
repository, and is made available under the terms and conditions
applicable to Other Posted Material, as set forth at
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:dash.current.terms-
of-use#LAAPOSTER PRESENTATION Open Access
P05.48. Yoga for Police Academy recruits
P Jeter
1*, S Cronin
2, S Khalsa
3
From International Research Congress on Integrative Medicine and Health 2012
Portland, Oregon, USA. 15-18 May 2012
Purpose
Law enforcement ranks as one of the most stressful
occupations in the world. Police Academy training does
not prepare recruits to handle chronic occupational
stress, which is known to lead to adverse health out-
comes, such as depression and maladaptive behaviors.
Yoga is a mind-body practice composed of postures,
breathing, and meditation techniques and is known for
its beneficial effects on stress and mood disturbances.
The present feasibility study evaluated the effects of a
Kripalu Yoga program on perceived stress, mood, and
mindfulness during police academy recruit training.
Methods
Police recruits (n=39) participated in a 6-class Kripalu
yoga program during police academy training. Outcome
measures included the Perceived Stress Scale (PSS), Pro-
file of Mood States-Short Form (POMS-SF) and the Five
Facet Mindfulness Questionnaire (FFMQ) and were col-
lected pre- and post- yoga program. An exit survey to
determine perceived benefits was obtained on the last
day.
Results
Overall improvements were significant (Wilcoxon
S i g n e dR a n kT e s t )f o rp e r c e i v e ds t r e s s( p = 0 . 0 3 )a n d
mood (p=0.001). Mean (SD) pre- and post-scores were
14.9 (6.4) and 13.4 (5.4), respectively, for the PSS and
23.9 (18.5) and 15.1 (15.1) for the POMS-SF. The
POMS-SF subscales for tension and fatigue showed a
significant improvement (both p≤0.03). A qualitative
assessment of the exit survey indicated perceived bene-
fits, however, the specifics varied by individual. No sig-
nificant difference was observed for the mindfulness
scale; however, this might be due to the limited fre-
quency and duration of the yoga practice.
Conclusion
This preliminary study establishes the potential for Kri-
palu yoga to reduce stress, tension, and fatigue among
young police academy trainees and provides a tool for
future use in the line of duty. Future studies with active
controls are needed to evaluate its full potential as a
permanent component of police academy training.
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